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Agenda

○ About us

○ Why adaptive recreation?

○ Types of equipment

○ ADA + trail access

○ Funding sources

○ Program Examples



Learning Outcomes

1. Attendees will learn a 
minimum of 3 different 
adaptive equipment options

2. Attendees will learn the rights 
under the ADA for trail access

3. Attendees will learn possible 
funding sources to purchase 
adaptive equipment



About April and City of Reno Adaptive



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1E2OPgKrdAfJV3wDNyI0NgBn5G9W4w1a5/preview


About Tish and GRIT







Why Adaptive Recreation?



“It has opened up countless doors. I’m more visible in 
my community with this chair. I can actually talk to 
people and meet people and go out and do things. 
-Tyler Rich



Rights Under the ADA

1. Right to the Most Integrated 
Setting

2. Right to Participate

3. Right to Reasonable 
Accommodations



Meet the GRIT Freedom ChairTypes of Equipment



GRIT Freedom Chair

○ Easy to push

○ Built for the trail

○ Take it anywhere

○ Designed for affordability and 
ease of maintenance 

○ Range of sizes, including kids



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bSN0JiQO2O5_Czbv8fyUbBwd3Z0jVmZy/preview


"Scott has been hiking with us for the first time ever. 
We always had to leave him behind and now he joins us.

We are forever grateful to GRIT. . . you have given us back 
our family time."  -Jackie, wife of Scott Hinton

What Our Riders Are Saying



Other Off-Road Wheelchairs

○ FreeWheel Attachment

○ Hippocampe Beach Wheelchair

○ Freedom Trax

○ Action Track Chair

○ Batac/FireFly (power wheelchair 
attachment)

○ Many Other Options…



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1E2vfStJu_YPExvb_FA3-xi9ZjeDeIGWv/preview


Off-Road Uprights/Recumbents

○ E-Bikes!!!

○ Ice Full Fat

○ HP Velotechnik Recumbent Trike

○ Reactive Adaptations Stinger

○ Many Other Options…



Off-Road Handcycles

○ One-Off Handcycle

○ Bomber/Explorer

○ JeeTrike/Nuke/Mako

○ Lasher/Maddiline 

○ Many Other Options…



Off-Road Handcycles EXTREME

○ Outrider USA

○ Bowhead

○ Many More Options…



Meet the GRIT Freedom ChairADA + Trail Access



Trail Access

○ Trail Design

○ Trail Amenities (e.g. parking, restrooms, gates, etc.) 

○ Trail Signage and Information

○ Trail Rating (Trail Forks)



ADA
○ Definition of a Wheelchair…

■ Manual Wheelchair 
■ Power Wheelchair/Scooter 
■ Off-Road Wheelchair
■ Adaptive Mountain Bikes (AMTB’s)

○ Models meeting wheelchair definition are their legs 
for walking AND in non-wilderness areas these same 
devices are also used as bikes.

○ Federally Designated Wilderness per ADA, title V 
Section 508(c) - “Congress reaffirms that nothing in 
the Wilderness Act prohibits wheelchair use in a 
wilderness area by an individual whose disability 
requires its use.

○ Definition: Devices designed solely for the use by a 
mobility impaired person for locomotion, that is 
suitable for use in an indoor pedestrian area.



Wheelchair Use in the Wilderness
○ Slide 1 of 3 

Designed solely for use by a mobility-impaired 
person for locomotion?

NO YES

Continue to #2 
on next slide



Wheelchair Use in the Wilderness
○ Slide 2 of 3 

Suitable for use in an indoor pedestrian area?

NO YES

Continue to #3 
on next slide



Wheelchair Use in the Wilderness
○ Slide 3 of 3 

Is the device battery-powered?

NO YES

BOTH battery or 
non-battery powered 

wheelchairs are allowed 
anywhere foot travel is 

allowed in the wilderness. 
**Gas-powered is NOT 

suitable, see Other 
Power-Driven Mobility 

Device OPDMD



Funding Sources



Funding Sources

○ Individual…
○ Ambucs
○ Athletes Helping Athletes
○ Challenged Athletes Foundation
○ High Fives Foundation
○ Kelly Brush Foundation 
○ Victoria’s Victory Foundation

○ Organization…
○ Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation
○ Rotary (or other service clubs) 
○ Craig H. Neilsen Foundation 
○ VA Adaptive Sports Grant 



Meet the GRIT Freedom ChairProgram Examples



Parks

We have a small staff, so we needed something 
'plug and play' that wasn’t too difficult to use, 
operate, or assist with.”

—Minnesota Historical Society
“



Federal Lands Partnerships 

● National Parks usually 
collaborate with a local 
outfitter. 

● Satisfies legal and 
bureaucratic processes.

● Each organization plays to 
its strengths.

● Example - Rocky Mountain 
National Park has a GRIT 
Freedom Chair housed at 
Estes Park Mountain Shop



Adaptive Equipment Rental 



Adaptive Programs

○ Adaptive Hiking Program (e.g. Achieve Tahoe) 

○ Adaptive Clinics 

○ Adaptive Camps

○ Adaptive Competitions (e.g. Northstar Race 
Series)

○ Adaptive Lessons (e.g. Level 1 Adaptive 
Mountain Bike Instructor Certification)



Let’s Talk!

Tish Scolnik

CEO/Founder

GRIT

tish@gogrit.us

April Wolfe, CTRS

Therapeutic Recreation Specialist

City of Reno

wolfea@reno.gov
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